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Flying Higher, 2009-2010 Award-Winning Picture Books
Kids' Wings Award Books

Pages

Bear Feels Sick by Karma Wilson (animal, health) Bear is back, but this time he's achy and stuffy. How will his
friends take care of him? A great rhyming introduction to your health unit with an active simulation in the unit.
Bedtime at the Swamp by Kristyn Crow (scary swamp survival) Hold on to your blanket! There's a monster in
the swamp! The contagious rhyme and rhythm is punctuated by enthusiastic listener response. Priceless!
Before You Were Mine by Maribeth Boelts (adopting a dog) Have you ever wondered what happened to your
special dog before you adopted it? A sweet look at the plight of homeless pets and the joy of adoption.
A Boy, A Girl, and Three Robbers by Gail Gauthier (full length novel, the value of play) Hannah has a wild
imagination that drags Brandon into a hysterical adventure as they try to rescue Buttercup the cat.
The Boy Who Lost His Belly Button by Jeanne Willis (jungle, belly buttons) What's a boy to do when he loses
his belly button? This boy searches through the jungle until he finally finds the culprit who stole it.
Do Unto Otters by Laurie Keller (manners) How should Rabbit make friends with his new, otter neighbors? The
humorous situations, foreign phrases, and delightful illustrations point the way to developing good manners.
The Impossible Patriotism Project by Linda Skeers (patriotism, national symbols) Caleb chooses the perfect
patriotism project, one that honors those who make our freedom possible.
Misery Moo by Jeanne Willis (attitude) Misery Moo's pessimistic mood is contagious, but he has an optimistic
pal. A funny introduction to the importance of a good attitude.
Molly the Pony by Pam Kaster (nonfiction, pony, handicap) Hurricane Katrina brought a series of disastrous
events into the life of Molly the Pony. With the help of friends, she finds a new life with a prosthetic limb.
Nic Bishop Spiders by Nic Bishop (nonfiction, spiders) A biologist brings the life of spiders to life through fullpage photographs and brief, interesting text.
Say Daddy by Michael Shoulders (family, books) Everyone in the family has a different book to read to baby
bear, and the relatives try to get baby to say their name first. Guess what baby ends up saying first?
Shhh! by Jeanne Willis (the value of quiet) A tiny shrew had wonderful news, but the world was too noisy to
hear. With sparse text, onomatopoeia can be heard loud and clear.
Tadpole's Promise by Jeanne Willis (metamorphosis) The tadpole and the caterpillar are in love. Nothing can
change that, except perhaps, metamorphosis. To start your study of metamorphosis, this is the perfect book!
Willow by Denise Brennan-Nelson (creativity, art) Willow sees things creatively, just the opposite of her art
teacher who wants everything within the lines. Willow's tenacity and imagination change everything.

Book, 7-13
CD, 16 Pages
Book, 14-17
CD, 12 pages
Book, 18-22
CD, 10 pages
Book, 23-25
CD, 25 pages
Book, 26-28
CD, 9 pages
Book, 29-32
CD, 14 pages
Book, 33-35
CD, 13 pages
Book, 36-39
CD, 13 pages
Book, 40-42
CD, 12 pages
Book, 43-46
CD, 16 pages
Book, 47-49
CD, 11 pages
Book, 50-51
CD, 5 pages
Book, 52-55
CD, 11 pages
Book, 56-59
CD, 12 pages

Mockingbird Award Books
List Created by librarians of Abilene ISD

Bob and Otto by Robert and Nick Bruel (ecology, worm and caterpillar) Bob, a caterpillar, and Otto, a worm,
find their friendship strained as they are drawn in different directions, each to fulfill his purpose.
Building with Dad by Carol Nevius (road construction) Rhyming couplets and huge, life-like illustrations tell the
story in a vertically-opening book of how a young boy's father oversees the building of his new school.
Duck Soup by Jackie Urbanovic (friendship, soup) When Max the duck goes out for one more ingredient to put
into his amazing soup, his friends find a feather in the soup and race about looking for the missing Max.
Frankie Stein by Lola Schaefer (monsters, family) What's a Stein to do when their son, Frankie, is so abnormal
despite all of their efforts to teach him to be a scary monster?
Hello, Bumblebee Bat by Darrin Lunde (nonfiction, bumblebee bats), The life of a bumblebee bat is buzzing in
this book that will interest adults and children alike!
An Island Grows by Lola Schaefer (formation of a volcanic island) In two-word couplets, and large simple
illustrations, an island appears to grow before your eyes.
Ivan the Terrier by Peter Catalanotto (fairy tale spinoff) With reckless abandon, Ivan the Terrier tears through
fairy tales his master tries to read to him, unwilling to mind, and destroys each one in the process.
Martina the Beautiful Cockroach by Carmen Agra Deedy (Cuban folktale) Martina is ready to marry, so she
tries out the advice of Abuela, her grandmother, to be sure she chooses the best husband.
My Dog Is as Smelly as Dirty Socks by Hanoch Piven (figurative language, similes) A girl is asked to draw her
family, but she did something better: she finds objects that describes them to create similes!
Not a Stick by Antoinette Portis (creativity) Through imagination, a stick becomes a fishing pole, a baton, a paint
brush, a barbell, a sword. A stick is what you make it.
On Meadowview Street by Henry Cole (ecology) Caroline wants her yard to fit her street's name, Meadowview
Street, and sets out to create a meadow in her front yard. From seeds to a home for creatures, it's beautiful!

Book, 60-62
CD, 14 pages

Round Like a Ball by Lisa Ernst (Earth riddle) A family guesses the answer to a riddle about Earth's
characteristics.

Book, 104-106
CD, 12 pages
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Book, 63-65
CD, 8 pages
Book, 66-69
CD, 12 pages
Book, 70-74
CD, 14 pages
Book, 75-78
CD, 13 pages
Book, 79-82
CD, 8 pages
Book, 83-85
CD, 11 pages
Book, 86-90
CD, 20 pages
Book, 91-93
CD, 8 pages
Book, 94-96
CD, 6 pages
Book, 97-103
CD, 16 pages

Internet Extensions and Resources
http://suzyred.com/pbks2009.html

Mockingbird Award Books, Continued
Saltwater Crocodile by Gabriel Kaufman (nonfiction, crocodile) An easy reference book about crocodiles complete
with index, glossary, and table of contents!
Shout! Little Poems that Roar by Brod Bagert (realistic poetry), With no table of contents and no particular order,
the entries in this book are a random mix of cute poetry about school, home, and life.
There Was a Coyote Who Swallowed a Flea by Jennifer Ward (spin-off of traditional song) You probably like to
sing "There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly," so you'll enjoy this desert version of the song as well.
Those Shoes by Maribeth Boelts (wants, needs, and generosity) Though funds are scarce, Jeremy dreams of
having a pair of fancy basketball shoes, but his grandmother gets a different pair she can afford. Life lessons.
Trout Are Made of Trees by April Sayre (science, food chain) This simply told story of a food chain begins with the
premise that trout are made of trees and proceeds to follow the steps that prove it to be true.
A Visitor for Bear by Bonny Becker (friendship) Bear doesn’t want visitors and is annoyed that mouse keeps
popping up all over his house. After he finally convinces the mouse to leave, can he be happy alone?
Vulture View by April Sayre (science, vultures) Simple text and illustrations introduce the turkey vulture! Although
there is no table of contents, glossary, or index, readers wanting more will find extended text at the end.
Waking Beauty by Leah Wilcox (fairy tale spinoff) The Kids' Wings unit sets the stage with a traditional Sleeping
Beauty readers' theater script. The hysterical, rhyming spinoff story that follows ends with a bang!

Pages
Book, 107-110
CD, 14 pages

Book, 111-113
CD, 13 pages

Book, 114-117
CD, 14 pages

Book, 118-121
CD, 10 pages

Book, 122-126
CD, 13 pages

Book, 127-130
CD, 11 pages

Book, 131-134
CD, 10 pages

Book, 135-139
CD, 10 pages

TLA 2X2 Reading List for 2008
The 2X2 Reading List is a project of the Children’s Round Table, a unit of the Texas Library Association
Book, 140-143
Baseball Hour by Carol Nevius (baseball practice) We practice skills, warm up, jog, stretch, toss the ball, bat,
CD, 8 pages
field, pitch, catch pop-ups, tag the runners, and play teamwork in our baseball hour.
Book, 144-146
Chicken Said, "Cluck!" by Judyann Ackerman Grant (Pre-K, chicken, gardening) Chicken wants to help when
CD, 6 pages
Earl and Pearl plant the garden, but mostly she hears, "Shoo." Things change when the grasshoppers hit.
Book, 147-149
The Doghouse by Jan Thomas (courage, barnyard animals, adjective study) The barnyard animals' ball goes into
CD, 5 pages
the doghouse. Who will get it out? Many try, but all disappear into the doghouse.
Book, 66-69
Duck Soup by Jackie Urbanovic (friendship, soup) When Max the duck goes out for one more ingredient to put
CD, 12 pages
into his amazing soup, his friends find a feather in the soup and race about looking for the missing Max.
Book, 150-152
Grumpy Cat by Britta Teckentrup (friends, homelessness), Grumpy cat was alone. He watched the other cats
CD, 6 pages
play together and wanted to join in. When a homeless kitten starts to follow him, he finally finds a friend.
Book, 153-155
How to Heal a Broken Wing by Bob Graham (compassion) Touching illustrations with few words tell the story of
CD, 5 pages
a boy who finds a bird with a broken wing and nurses it back to health.
Book, 156-157
Jack Wants a Snack by Pat Schories (wordless story) Jack wants a snack but his little friend doesn’t want to
CD, 9 pages
share. This beautifully illustrated wordless book can lead to oral and written language development.
Book, 158-160
Let's Eat! / A Comer! by Pat Mora (Spanish/English, family) A family gets together to eat. Their food looks good
CD, 6 pages
and everyone is hungry. A beginning book for learning a second language.
Book, 161-163
The Littlest Llama by Jane Browning Buxton (llama story, poetry) A little llama has a difficult time finding
CD, 6 pages
someone who will play with him in this beautifully illustrated story told in rhyming couplets.
No Babysitters Allowed by Amber Stewart (growing up) Hopscotch has difficulty adjusting to a babysitter. Book, 164-166, CD 5 pp.
On the Farm by David Elliott (farm, poetry) This poetry with woodcut/watercolor illustrations is fun.
Book 167-169, CD 11 pp.
Quinito, Day and Night by Ian Cumpiano (Spanish/English, opposites) Quinito takes you through his day. Book 170-172-, CD 8 pp.
Book, 173-176
Roadwork by Sally Sutton (road construction, onomatopoeia) Come help us build a road! Listen to the sounds!
CD, 9 pages
Watch the machines at work. Told in imperative sentences and onomatopoeia, boys will love this one!
Book, 177-180
Sort It Out by Barbara Mariconda (classifying) Precious illustrations, rhyming couplets, and a funny story make
CD, 8 pages
classifying fun.
Book, 181-183
Ten Things I Can Do To Help My World by Melanie Walsh (conservation) Sparse print on huge blank pages cut
CD, 6 pages
in various forms suggests ten ways to save the world.
Ten Little Fingers and Ten Little Toes by Mem Fox (babies, multicultural), Babies born all over the world have
Book, 184-185
CD, 6 pages
one thing in common.
Book
186-188,
CD 8 pp.
Uh-oh! by Rachel Isadora (mistakes) An African American toddler fixes his mistakes. Labels only. Pre-K.
Book,127-130
A Visitor for Bear by Bonny Becker (friendship) Bear doesn’t want visitors and is annoyed that mouse keeps
CD, 11 pages
popping up all over his house. After he finally convinces the mouse to leave, can he be happy alone?
Book, 189-191
What Can You Do With a Rebozo? by Carmen Tafolla (creativity, family) A Mexican family shows you what they
CD, 7 pages
do with a rebozo. Bright illustrations and descriptive text will interest many children. Follow it with a rebozo!
Book 192-193
What's Up, Duck? by Tad Hills (PK, board book of opposites) The nine sets of opposite pairs in this little book
CD, 4 pp.
are hosted by the characters from one of our favorite books, Duck and Goose.
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Curriculum Connections in Flying Higher
Shout! Little
Poems that Roar

Chapter
Book

Saltwater Crocodile

Vulture View

Nic Bishop Spiders

Hello, Bumblebee Bat

On the Farm

A Boy, A Girl, and
Three Robbers

Vultures

Crocodile

Spiders

Farm
Animals

Bats
Imagination

*Not a
Stick

Bear
Gets
Sick

My Dog Is as
Smelly as
Dirty Socks

Willow

Bears
Health
Science
and
Animals

Sort It Out

Art

Dogs
and
Cats

Molly the Pony

Poems
and
Rhyming
Text
Bedtime at
the Swamp

A Little
Bit Scary

*The
Doghouse
Bob
and
Otto

Grumpy
Cat

Metamorphosis
Misery
Moo

Tadpole's
Promise

Shhh!

Duck
Soup
*What's
Up, Duck?

Folk Tales
Fairy Tales
Folk Songs

The Impossible
Patriotism
Project

Patriotism

Baseball Hour
*Chicken Said,
"Cluck!"

Round Like
a Ball

Ten Things I Can Do
to Help My World

Character
Building

Children

Careers
Roadwork

Gardens
Trout Are
Made from
Trees

The Boy
Who Lost
His Belly
Button

Those Shoes

Manners
On Meadowview
Street

Frankie
Stein

A Visitor
for Bear

Martina, the
Beautiful There Was a
Cockroach Coyote Who
Swallowed a
Flea

Waking Beauty

Ivan the
Terrier

Before You
Were Mine

Opposites

The
Earth

Building with
Dad

No Babysitters
Alloweds
Do Unto Otters
*Say Daddy
What Can You
Do With a
Rebozo?

Quinito, Night
and Day
An Island
Grows
(Rhyming)

*How to Heal a
Broken Wing

*Let's Eat!
A Comer!

Spanish/
English

Flying Higher gives you 555 activity pages
for these 52 award-winning books!
Remember, only 193 are printed in this book.
The CD contains ALL 555 pages. After you
find the book you want to use, print the pages
you need from the CD.

Babies
*Jack
Wants a
Snack

Multicultural

*Uh-oh!
*10 Little
Fingers, 10
Little Toes

* Denotes books for youngest children.
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How to Use Flying Higher
The award-winning literature in Flying Higher will help your students to reach heights in academics,
social strength, and character development. Tapping into children's laughter and wonder, this literature
collection builds enthusiasm, invites questioning, and encourages cooperative learning.
Characters, settings, and situations in selections from the 52 award-winning picture books and a
chapter book will provide a myriad of opportunities for laughter, projects, reading, writing, science, math,
and music while providing teaching them to excel in high level thinking, cooperative discussion, character
building, and more.
Our Kids' Wings activities provide the lift that will lead your students into an increasingly active,
integrated curriculum that is rich in growing character, reading and math skills, science, social studies,
research, problem solving, internet projects, and FUN...and provide a creative introduction to testpreparation. The units in Flying Higher contain exciting activities such as readers' theater scripts,
discussion cards, crossword puzzles with word banks, art projects, songs, web-support, multiple-choice
comprehension, math challenges, character lessons, logic, writing guides, and more... all keyed into
multiple-intelligences and objectives.

Use with Gifted Children
Children with special talents will find that Flying Higher provides much needed enrichment, challenge, and
extension to their curriculum. Here is a suggested plan:
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Group your gifted children into pairs or groups of four.
Allow the groups to choose a book that appeals to them. Provide a copy of selected activities
from each Flying Higher unit for each group.
Read the book aloud to your students. It is important that they hear good literature read and
reread by enthusiastic, vibrant readers who model voice changes in tone, volume, and
characterization dictated by the story.
As they get started, it is essential that the teacher, parent, or librarian guide them through the
first units, explaining how the group can work together to produce quality products called for in
the unit and to learn how to discuss the literature most effectively as a cooperative group.
Students practice readers’ theater scripts to perfection. They then must be given the
opportunity to present the readers’ theater to a group that has not heard it in order to try (a) to
entertain an audience and (b) to inspire the audience to read the book. This will develop their
fluency as well as their presentation skills.
Students will choose from activities in the unit. It is important that the teacher work closely
with them, giving feedback, encouragement, and guidance. As the year progresses, students
will begin to show more enthusiasm for independence and quality responses to challenge.
You will see them transferring their high levels of understanding and depth of study to other
facets of their reading and learning.
Flying Higher will provide mentoring possibilities from class to class and from older students
to younger students. Second-graders may present the results of their studies to first-graders.
They can read the books aloud to their younger friends, teach them songs, demonstrate their
projects, and share their own writing with them. Their leadership skills will blossom as they
become mentors.
Using the Flying Higher Extension Websites at http://suzyred.com/pbks2009.html will help
extend concepts and skills from each unit.

The Flying Higher CD contains 555 pages of activities. The printed Flying Higher contains 193 of
these pages. Be sure to print ALL the activities you want from the CD!
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By: Jeanne Willis and Tony Ross
Objectives: ... demonstrate learning through productions and dramatizations
… read aloud grade level appropriate text with fluency (rate, accuracy, expression, appropriate phrasing) and comprehension
… monitor accuracy of decoding

Readers' Theater, Metamorphosis Rap
All:
Voice 1:
Voice 2:
Voice 3:
All:
Voice 1:
Voice 2:
Voice 3:
All:
Voice 1:
Voice 2:
Voice 3:
All:
Voice 1:
Voice 2:
Voice 3:
All:
Voice 1:
Voice 2:
Voice 3:
All:
Voice 1:
All:

Met-a-mor-pho-sis!
It's a change you just can't miss.
Egg--Tadpole--big bull frog.
It happens to a frog, but not to a dog.
Met-a-mor-pho-sis!
It's a change you just can't miss.
Egg--Caterpillar--Pupa, too.
Becomes a Butterfly, something new!
Met-a-mor-pho-sis!
It's the change they can't resist.
Egg--Larvae--Pupa--Adult
Are changes in a meal worm, wild result!
Met-a-mor-pho-sis!
It's the change they can't resist.
Insects "metamorphosize".
But it's NOT a change before your eyes.
Met-a-mor-pho-sis!
It's the change they can't resist.
Mosquitoes and ladybugs, cicadas, too.
Go through the change, BUT NOT YOU!
Met-a-mor-pho-sis!
It's the change they can't resist.
(Growing Quieter as they walk out) Metamorphosis, it's the
change they can't resist.
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by Lola M. Schaefer
A Teacher-Led
Activity

Illustrated by Cathie Felstead

Objectives: … observe and record stages in the life cycle of organisms in their natural environment
… ask questions about organisms, objects, and events
... compare and give examples of the ways living organisms depend on each other for their basic needs

Before and
After
Reading

Getting Ready to Read Nonfiction:
What Do You Know about Volcanoes and Islands?
Here are 8 statements about islands. Before you read An Island Grows, read these sentences. Guess if they are
right or wrong. Be ready to explain your answers.
If you think the sentence is right, color the YES box yellow.
If you think the sentence is wrong, color the NO box yellow.
After you read the book, read the statements again. Talk about them. Find sentences or pictures in the book that tell
you if it is right or wrong. Fix any wrong statements by writing them correctly on the line below the sentence.

YES

NO

1. Islands can grow in the ocean.
_________________________________________________

YES

NO

2. A volcano can shoot out hot liquid rock under the water.
_________________________________________________

YES

NO

3. Plants grow on islands from seeds under the ocean.
_________________________________________________

YES

NO

4. People make islands by dumping rock and gravel in the water.
_________________________________________________

YES

NO

5. Birds and insects come to islands after plants start to grow.
_________________________________________________

YES

NO

YES

NO

6. People riding on trains find new islands in the ocean.
_________________________________________________
7. Magma is red hot rock inside a volcano.
_________________________________________________

YES

NO

8. People cannot live on a volcanic island because it is too hot.
_________________________________________________
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By Bonny Becker

Illustrated by Kady MacDonald Denton

Objectives: ... connect experiences and ideas with those of others through speaking and listening
… use vocabulary to describe clearly ideas, feelings, and experiences
… use prior knowledge to anticipate meaning and make sense of texts

Before and After
Reading

Discussion Cards
Cut out the cards below. Put them in a stack. Use them as discussion cards. Take turns with your friends.
Draw one of the cards. Give your answers. Pass the card to your right around the circle. Listen as each
person gives his/her answers. Be ready to comment on each persons’ answers.

Name some things
you do for visitors.

What are some
other signs you
have seen?
What can you do
when someone
does not want to be
your friend?
How can you tell if
you should invite a
visitor inside your
home?

Name some drinks
that you drink hot.

NO
Visitors
Allowed

NO
Visitors
Allowed

NO
Visitors
Allowed

NO
Visitors
Allowed

NO
Visitors
Allowed

What are some
times when you
would not want
visitors?
How do you show
someone you want
to be their friend?

If someone knocked
on your door, who
would you want it to
be?
Describe an place
you would expect to
find bear.

Tell a joke.
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NO
Visitors
Allowed

NO
Visitors
Allowed

NO
Visitors
Allowed

NO
Visitors
Allowed

NO
Visitors
Allowed

by Judyann Ackerman Grant
Pictures by Sue Truesdell
Objectives: … orally generate a series of original rhyming words using a variety of phonograms (e.g., -ake, -ant, -ain) and consonant blends (e.g., bl, st, tr)
… decode words in context and in isolation by applying common letter-sound correspondences
… use logical thinking

Think About It
Write the first four letters of your first name on the pumpkins and the first three letters
of your last name on the leaves.

1.

2. Draw a picture showing

Write a rhyming word for each
word given.

Earl

P

Duck

Cl

Bump

J

Too

Sh

Hooray

Y

what you can do with a
pumpkin.

3. Find the right words to go in the blanks.

Pearl said, “

!”

Chicken said, “

4. What comes next?

or
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