
Substitute 
Groundhog

by 
Pat Miller

A Kids' Wings
Unit for Award-Winning Literature

by Suzy Red

This unit was made available by author Pat Miller.
It was written by Suzy Red, of Kids Wings.  
Feel to share it within your school.  It may not
be sold or distributed for profit. 

.
© 2008, Suzy Red, Lockhart, Texas

All Rights Reserved
Kids' Wings Educational Associates

1707 Twin Island Dr.
Lockhart, TX  78644

(512) 558-1121
http://kidswings.com

Website Support at:
http://suzyred.com/mbird2007groundhog.html



Suzy Red's 
Outstanding 

Classroom Units 
for 

42 Award Winning 
Picture Books 

Character 
Development Puzzles

Readers’
Theater 
Scripts

Multiple 
Choice

Comprehensio
n

Writing
Cross-Curriculum 

Activities

Bodily-
Kinestheti

SpatialLogical-
Mathematic

l

Naturalist

Interpersonal IntrapersonalMusical Linguistic

Each Activity Is Keyed into Gardner’s Multiple 
Intelligences:

Grad
es 1-

3

Kids' Wings Unit for 
Substitute Groundhog

by Pat Miller
from 



Springboard Cards

Cut out the cards below.  Put them in a stack.  Use them as springboards to talk about groundhogs and 
weather.  Take turns with your friends.  Draw one of the cards. Give your answers. Listen to and 
respond to your friends’ answers.

Objectives: ... connect experiences and ideas with those of others through speaking and listening
… use vocabulary to describe clearly ideas, feelings, and experiences
… use prior knowledge to anticipate meaning and make sense of texts

Before 
and After 
Reading

Why would people 
tell funny stories 
about groundhogs 
that predict weather?

Do groundhogs live in 
your area?  Where is 
the best place to look 
for them?

Name some ways 
that weather 
affects animals.

Name some 
animals that 
hibernate.

Why do animals 
hibernate?

What are some 
tools you can use to 
help you understand 
the weather?

Name some different 
jobs that would need 
substitutes if the people 
who did them were sick.

List other animals 
with names that 
start with G.

Why wouldn't 
groundhogs make 
good pets?

Name some 
animals that live 
underground.
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The First Substitute Groundhog
A Readers’ Theater Play

Objective:  ... present 
dramatic interpretations of 

experiences, stories

Voice 1:  When is spring coming?
Voice 2: How can we tell?
Voice 3: Should we ask the weather-

man?
Voice 4: Will he ring a bell?
Voice 1: Is it on the calendar?
Voice 2: Does a timer go off?
Voice 3: We're tired of winter!
Voice 4: I'm tired of this cough! (cough)

Voice 1: People have always tried to 
guess winter away.

Voice 2: A long time ago, they named 
a day…

All: Candlemas Day.
Voice 3: On that day, everyone         

got a candle,
Voice 4: And they began to pray.
Voice 1: If the weather on Candlemas

was sunny and bright, winter 
would stay.

Voice 2: And spring would wait until 
another day.

Voice 3: If the weather on Candlemas
was rainy and cold.

Voice 4: Spring was on its way, it told.
Voice 1: Some German people 

wanted animals to tell them 
the weather.

Voice 2: In Germany, a          
hedgehog                     
couldn't                                 
be better.

Voice 3: They imagined a hedgehog 
could signal the spring!

Voice 4: But here in America, no 
hedgehog was seen.

Voice 1: So they found a substitute~
All: A GROUNDHOG!
Voice 2: Native Indians said the 

groundhog was wise.
Voice 3: Could they tell he was smart 

when they looked into his eyes?
Voice 4: We don't know, but he's the only 

mammal with his own holiday.
All: It's on February Second, 

Groundhog Day.
Voice 1: On Groundhog Day, he        

comes out of his hole. 
Voice 2: He pokes out his                    

head to go for a stroll.
Voice 3: If he sees his shadow on 

Groundhog Day, we say it's a 
sign that spring's far away.

Voice 4: If he can't see his shadow 
because of the clouds, "Spring's 
coming soon," we say out loud.

Voice 1: (Holding up the book.) Here's a 
great story about a groundhog 
who's sick.

Voice 2: To get a substitute will be a hard 
trick!

Voice 3: On Groundhog Day, who can 
take his place?

Voice 4: To find someone in time will be 
quite a race!

All: Come read Substitute 
Groundhog with us!

Sprin
g's 

here!

Four Voices

by 
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All: Who's the weatherman on February 2nd?
Voice 1: Some call him Groundhog.
Voice 2: Some call him Whistle Pig.
Voice 3: Some call him Woodchuck.
Voice 4: But he isn't very big.
Voice 1: His home is a hole
Voice 2: Deep down in the ground.
Voice 3: It's quiet in there
Voice 4:  Without even a sound.
Voice 1: He sleeps in the winter,
Voice 2: But wakes up when it's half over.
Voice 3: He's got a job to do.
Voice 4: And it's not to eat clover.
Voice 1: You see, this groundhog works one day a year.
Voice 2: We've made him the weatherman.
Voice 3: You can come to cheer!
Voice 4: He'll pop out of his hole and look around.
Voice 1: Be really quiet. 
Voice 2: Don't make a sound.
Voice 3: If he sees his shadow, it means spring's out of luck.
Voice 4: But if he doesn't, "Spring's coming!" says this little 

woodchuck!
All: Now let's read Substitute Groundhog!

Objective:  ... present dramatic interpretations of experiences, stories

Have a Readers’ Theater Play

by 
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Groundhog Songs
by Don Halley, Used by Permission 

Oh I Wish I Was A Punxsutawney Groundhog
to the tune of "The Oscar Mayer Wiener Song" 

© 1998 by Don Halley, Used by Permission

Oh I wish I was a Punxsutawney groundhog. 
That is what I'd truly like to be. 
Some other folks would rather be a hot dog. 
But I think that is just plain ol' silly. 

Oh I wish I was a Punxsutawney groundhog. 
Telling all if springtime soon is near. 
'Cause if I was a Punxsutawney groundhog. 
I'd only have to work one day a year. 

Zip Up the Parka
to the tune of "Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah" 

© 2006 by Don Halley , Used by Permission

Zip up the parka, zip up the boots. 
My, oh my, we need our snowsuits. 
Plenty of sunshine out there today. 
Groundhogs see shadows, 
Winter will stay. 
Mister groundhog sees his shadow.
For six weeks, here's the thing: 
We'll just have to wait for spring. 
Zip up the parka, winter will stay. 
What a cold feeling, what a cold day. 

Battle Hymn of the Groundhog
to the tune of "Battle Hymn of the Republic" 
© 1989 by Don Halley, Used by Permission

Mine eyes have seen the glory 
Of the coming of the sun. 
I ramble o'er the meadow 
Where my forecasting is done. 
And if I see my shadow, 
Then there's six more weeks to come, 
As winter marches on.

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 
Springtime may be coming to ya. 
Wipe away the winter blues, yah! 
Happy Groundhog's Day! 

In My Hole Again
to the tune of "On the Road Again" 

© 1991 by Don Halley, Use by Permission

In my hole again.
I just can't wait to be in my hole again. 
The life I love is hibernating 
With my friends. 
And I can't wait 
To be in my hole again.

The Shadow Knows It Best, Yes
to the tune of "The Yellow Rose of Texas" 

© 2002 by Don Halley , Used by Permission

Oh the shadow knows it best, yes,
When springtime will arrive. 
The weathermen are clueless, 
Their models do not jibe. 
Computers crunch the numbers, 
And spit out a forecast 
That cannot match the groundhog's 
For how long the cold will last. 

(Chorus) 
Oh this furry little groundhog 
Should be in the Hall of Fame. 
Compared to others' forecasts, 
He puts them all to shame. 
You may talk about your isobars 
Or of the jet stream flow. 
But the shadow knows it best, yes. 
That is all I need to know. 

If the shadow now is showing, 
The winter will be long. 
Six weeks seem like forever, 
Oh help me to be strong. 
But if he does not see it, 
Springtime will soon be here. 
And those of us with frozen toes 
Can all stand up and cheer!

(Chorus)

For many more Groundhog Songs, visit Don Halley's Website at    http://ourworld.cs.com/DonaldRHalley/ghdsongs.htm#NEW

Objectives: … identify simple relationships between music and other subjects
… … perform music representative of American and Texas heritage
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The Real Groundhog Research
Use the chart below to find out more about groundhogs.  Fill in as much as you can 
from what you know. Then, go to the library to find out more!

Objectives: ... generates questions and conducts research about topics introduced through selections read aloud and from a variety of other sources 
…. use vocabulary to describe clearly ideas, feelings, and experiences
… use prior knowledge to anticipate meaning and make sense of texts

Questions I have about groundhogs

Where They LiveWhat They Eat

Why?
When?

How?
What?

Where?
Who?

Their Animal Family 
and Relatives

Their Legends

Their BabiesTheir Names

Special Body 
Parts

by 
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Strain Your Brain
Objective:  … use logical thinking

Draw a line across the groundhogs' home so that there 
are the same number of groundhogs on each side of 
the line.  How many different ways can you draw it?

Playing with SUBSTITUTE

Cross out letters in the word 
SUBSTITUTE until you find a little 
word that makes sense in these 
sentences.

If you tease a dog, it might ______ 
you.    substitute

The man put on a new _______ 
and tie.    substitute

We wanted to play, _____ it was 
time for bed.   substitute

My teacher asked me to ____ 
down.    substitute

A bug _____ my toe.  substitute

Count the Parts

Write a number that 
makes the sentence 
correct.

This groundhog 
family has _____ 
eyes.

The groundhog 
family has ____ 
noses. 

I can't see them, but the groundhog 
family has _____ legs.

Changes

Change one 
letter in each 
word to make 
a new word:

H O G

______

______

______

______

______

______

by 
Pat Miller

Page 7
Reading Seeds

2006-2007 Mockingbird Award Books and 2007 2X2 Award Books
© 2007, Suzy Red, Lockhart, Texas

Illustrated by 
Kathi Ember



Digging Deeper
Use the story to help you answer the questions below. 

Objectives: ... use vocabulary to describe clearly ideas, feelings, and experiences
... make and explain inferences from texts such as determining important ideas &  causes & effects, making predictions, & drawing conclusions

3. How did Groundhog 
advertise for a substitute?

2.  Why couldn't Groundhog 
do his job?

1. Groundhog's job on 
Groundhog Day was to~

dig a new hole.

have a party for his 
friends.

write notes to put on 
trees.

come out of his hole 
and look for his 
shadow.

He was tired of working.

He got sick.

He thought it was silly.

The other animals 
wanted to try doing the 
job.

He put it in the 
newspaper.
He let the eagle drop 
little notes.
He put a note on a 
tree.
He let the squirrel tell 
everyone.

4.  You can tell that the 
story is~

real.

make-believe.

5.  Three things in the story 
that could NOT really 
happen are~

by 
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Digging Deeper
Use the story to help you answer the questions below. 

Objectives: ... use vocabulary to describe clearly ideas, feelings, and experiences
... make and explain inferences from texts such as determining important ideas &  causes & effects, making predictions, & drawing conclusions

7. Groundhog left with 
Armadillo at the end to~

8.  Draw a line from each animal to the reason it was not 
chosen to be the substitute groundhog.

6. All of the animals that 
lined up to try out were~

mammals.

grassland animals.

animals that live 
underground.

forest animals.

find a better 
substitute.
find a place where 
spring had already 
come.
find a doctor who 
could make him well.
get some sleep.

This animal could not pop up and 
stay up.

This animal could not see well 
enough.

This animal could not wake up.

This animal was bothered by small 
spaces.
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Flipper Words
You will read many new words in Substitute Groundhog.   Some of 
these words are listed below.  Practice reading them with your teacher 
and friends.  Talk about what they mean.  Choose one word on the list. 
Write it on the outside of a FLIPPER, a folded piece of paper.  Inside the 
flipper, draw a picture to remind you of its meaning.  Write the word in a 
sentence. 

1.  muscles
2.  ached
3.  flu
4.  advertise
5.  experience
6.  substitute
7.  comfortable
8.  underground
9.  shadow

10.  overhead

11.  swooped
12.  mountain ledge
13.  entrance
14.  frustrated
15.  squirrel
16.  qualifications
17.  plumped
18.  groaned
19.  gear

Objectives:  … study word meanings systematically such as across curricular content areas
... acquire an extensive vocabulary through reading and systematic word study 

Daddy has the 
qualifications to 
be a substitute 
bear.  He's big.  
He's hairy. He 
sleeps a lot. And 
sometimes he 
growls.

qualifications

by 
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Who's Qualified?
After Groundhog Day, more want ads were tacked to the old 
tree.  Read each one.  Write the name of a forest animal that 
would be best qualified to do the job.  Then, write three reasons 
it would be qualified.

Who is qualified?___________________

What are its qualifications?

1.   ______________________________ 

_________________________________

2.   ______________________________ 

_________________________________

3.   ______________________________ 

_________________________________

Who is qualified?___________________

What are its qualifications?

1.   ______________________________ 

_________________________________

2.   ______________________________ 

_________________________________

3.   ______________________________ 

_________________________________

Objectives: … classify and sequence organisms, objects, and events based on properties and patterns 
… analyze and interpret information to construct reasonable explanations from direct and indirect evidence

by 
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Substitutes
A substitute is a person or thing that takes the place of another. Cut out the cards 
below.  Put them in a stack.  Use them as springboards to talk about substitutes.  
Take turns with your friends.  Draw one of the cards.  Give your answers. Listen to 
your friends’ answers.

Objectives: ... connect experiences and ideas with those of others through speaking and listening
…. use vocabulary to describe clearly ideas, feelings, and experiences
… use prior knowledge to anticipate meaning and make sense of texts

If you run out of paper, 
what could you use as 
a substitute?

If your last pencil 
broke, what could you 
use as a substitute?

If ants got into 
your breakfast 
cereal, what could 
you substitute?

If your sugar spilled 
on the floor, what 
could you use as a 
substitute?

If the meat in your 
refrigerator spoiled, 
what could you 
substitute for dinner?

If the last page of a 
book was torn out, 
what could you 
substitute for it?

If your ball went flat 
before recess, what 
could you substitute?

If a storm knocked 
down your last 
climbing tree, what 
could you substitute?

If your teacher made a new 
rule that you could not use 
the word "GOOD" in your 
stories any more, what 
words could you substitute?

If your teacher got 
sick, who could be her 
substitute?

by 
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Synonyms:  Substitute Words
Groundhog found an animal to take his place to do his job.  

Sometimes we find another word to take the place of a word in a 
sentence.  We call the substitute word a SYNONYM. 

A thesaurus is a book of substitute words.  It tells you words that mean 
the same (synonyms), words that mean the opposite (antonyms), and 
words that sound the same (homonyms).  

1.  ache
2.  flu
3.  comfortable
4.  awful
5.  giggled

Objectives:  … study word meanings systematically such as across curricular content areas
... acquire an extensive vocabulary through reading and systematic word study 

Synonyms, Antonyms, Homonyms 
to the tune of "Goober Peas"    http://suzyred.com/synonyms.htm l

Synonyms mean the same 
Like "tiny", "small" and "wee". 
Antonyms are opposites 
Like "slowly" and "quickly" 
Homonyms sound the same: 
"He READ the RED book! 
The best vocabulary's mine; 
I must know where to look! 
The--sau--rus holds the greatest words! 
A trivial vocabulary 
Simply is absurd. 

From Chalkboard Songs, copyright Suzy Red, 1992, Lockhart, Texas 

Here are some words from the story.  In the chart, write as many
synonyms as you can for each word.

Synonyms for:

by 
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Friends' Favorites
Groundhog and Armadillo became friends. They were alike in many 
ways.  They were different in some ways.

They each liked two different toys.  
They each liked two different foods.  

Use these six clues to help you find their favorites.  Cut and paste the 
things they liked the best beside each friend.

Objective:  … use logical thinking

Groundhog Armadillo

1. Groundhog loved the leaves and yellow flowers that grew in the forest. 
2.  Sometimes Groundhog let Armadillo sleep with his teddy bear.
3.  Armadillo didn’t like mushrooms. 
4.  Groundhog liked to play with one toy that went up and down in his hole. 
5.  Armadillo's favorite toy had once belonged to a horse. 
6. The one who liked worms did not like mushrooms.

by 
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Listen as your teacher reads Substitute Groundhog aloud to you.  Discuss the story and talk 
about what you liked best about it.  Then read the story aloud as fast as you can for one minute, 
making as few mistakes as possible.  Your teacher will stop you after ONE MINUTE.  At the end, 
your teacher will let you count the words you read and will put a dot on the line or space showing how 
many words you read.  Your teacher will put an X in the same column to show the number of 
mistakes you made.  Practice reading it whenever you can.  Then, read it aloud for another ONE 
MINUTE with your teacher.  Do this 7 times or until you read 64 words perfectly in one minute.  Then, 
begin at a different place in the book for your next REPEATED READING.  Each time, you will find 
that you are getting faster and more accurate as you read.  That is called FLUENCY!

Repeated Readings
Objective:  ... read both regular and irregular words automatically such as through multiple opportunities to read and reread

… develop fluency

M
is

ta
ke

s

64
62
60
58
56
54
52
50
48
46
44
42
40
38
36
34
32
30
28
26
24
22
20
18
16
14
12
10

8
6
4
2
0

W
or

ds
 P

er
 M

in
ut

e

First 
Reading

Second 
Reading

Fifth 
Reading

Third 
Reading

Fourth 
Reading

Sixth 
Reading

Seventh 
Reading

32
31
30
29
28
27
26
25
24
23
22
21
20
19
18
17
16
15
14
13
12
11
10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0
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Objective:  … understand the role of character in improving the lives of people around us

Responsibility

Look at these jobs that you have to do.  What would happen if you 
couldn't do them?  Fill in the chart below.  In the first column, tell what 
would happen if you could not do the job.  In the second column, tell how 
you could get the job done.

Groundhog knew his job was important.  When he 
could not do it, he found a way to be sure it was 
done.

Responsibility is--
--using all of my energies to fulfill the expectation of those who are counting on 

me.
--realizing the importance of the task assigned to me.
--responding positively to what is expected of me.
--taking charge of ourselves and our conduct.
--never claiming an excuse for failing to do what we should have done.

My Job What could happen What I could do

I needed to do my 
homework, but I had 
to go to my grand-
mother's house.

If I couldn't do my homework,  
________________________
________________________
________________________

I could _______________ 
____________________
____________________
____________________

My job is to take care 
of my little brother 
after school, but I got 
sick with a fever.

If I didn't take care of my 
brother, _________________ 
________________________
________________________

I could _______________ 
____________________
____________________
____________________

My teacher asked me 
to take a note to the 
office, but I tripped on 
a chair and hurt my 
leg.

Teacher-Led 
Activity

If I couldn't take the note, 
________________________ 
_________________________
_______________________

I could _______________ 
____________________
____________________
____________________

by 
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Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS CLUES:
2. Seeing a ________ meant there 

would be six more weeks of 
winter.

3. The substitute groundhog was an 
__________________________.

6. The skills someone has to handle 
a job are their _______________.

8. Groundhog and Armadillo went to 
_________________________ 
where it was already spring.

9. Groundhog was sick with the 
__________________________.

10. The illustrator's last name is 
__________________________.

DOWN CLUES:

1. The main character in the story is 
___________________________.

2. Groundhog needed to find a 
___________________________.

4. The author's last name is 
___________________________.

5. Dr. Owl told Groundhog he had to 
__________ for two days.

7. The kind of soup Groundhog was 
supposed to eat

EMBER ARMADILLO TEXAS
REST QUALIFICATIONS FLU
MILLER SUBSTITUTE SHADOW
GROUNDHOG CLOVER

Objectives: … understand literary terms by distinguishing between the roles of the author and illustrator
… develop vocabulary through reading

by 
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First Draft:  Dear Illustrator

deir ms  ember

i done red your booknamed substitute 

grounddog and i licked it a lot and the pictures is 

histearikal.  all of the animals tried out for his job 

the book made me laff i laffd when i red 

about the skunk looking for a roommate. i would 

not want to live with him  and  i laffed whenthe

bear wentto sleep in grounddogs bed 

I lives in texas so maybe i will get to see 

grounddog and armadillo next spring? 

i want to grow up to be a artist just like you 

and will you teach me how to draw. 

your best fan

chris

Chris liked Substitute Groundhog so much that he wrote a special letter to the illustrator.  Chris 
wants his letter to be perfect, so he needs your help.  Work with a friend or your class to edit his letter.  
Then, recopy the story with all the corrections.  Chris knew how to indent paragraphs, so don't change 
his indenting.  When you recopy the letter on the next page, be sure to indent like Chris did.

Objectives:  ... identify the most effective features of a piece of writing using criteria generated by the teacher and class 
… use word and letter spacing and margins to make messages readable

… use basic capitalization and punctuation correctly
… compose complete sentences in written text and use the appropriate end punctuation

by 
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Final Draft:  Dear Illustrator
Recopy the letter to the illustrator on this page.

Objectives:  … use word and letter spacing and margins to make messages readable
… use basic capitalization and punctuation correctly

… compose complete sentences in written text and use the appropriate end punctuation

by 
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How did you like the story in Substitute Groundhog?  On the lines below, write a letter to the author 
telling why you like it.  Ask a friend to help you edit your letter. Then recopy it on the next page.  Mail it 
to the author at this address:

First Draft:  A Letter to the Author

Pat Miller, Author
Albert Whitman 
6340 Oakton Street 
Morton Grove, Illinois 60053-2723 

Objectives:... write in different forms for different purposes such as  letters to invite or thank
... use basic capitalization and punctuation correctly

… write with more proficient spelling of inflectional endings such as plurals and verb tenses

by 
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Final Draft: A Letter to the Author
Recopy your letter to the author so that it has no mistakes and is enjoyable to read. 

Objectives:  ... write in different forms for different purposes such as letters to invite or thank
... use basic capitalization and punctuation correctly

… write with more proficient spelling of inflectional endings such as plurals and verb tenses

by 
Pat Miller

Page 21
Reading Seeds

2006-2007 Mockingbird Award Books and 2007 2X2 Award Books
© 2007, Suzy Red, Lockhart, Texas

Illustrated by 
Kathi Ember



Strain Your Brain
Objective:  … use logical thinking

Draw a line across the groundhogs' home so that 
there are the same number of groundhogs on 
each side of the line.  

Playing with SUBSTITUTE

Cross out letters in the word 
SUBSTITUTE until you find a little 
word that makes sense in these 
sentences.

If you tease a dog, it might ______ 
you.    substitute

The man put on a new _______ 
and tie.    substitute

We wanted to play, _____ it was 
time for bed.   substitute

My teacher asked me to ____ 
down.    substitute

A bug _____ my toe.  substitute

Count the Parts

Write a number that 
makes the sentence 
correct.

This groundhog 
family has _____ 
eyes.

The groundhog 
family has ____ 
noses. 

I can't see them, but the groundhog 
family has _____ legs.

Changes

Change one 
letter in each 
word to make 
a new word:

H O G

DOG

DIG

RIG

RAG

NAG

NAP

bite

suit

but

sit

bit

14

7

28

Answers vary.
Answers vary.
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Groundhog Armadillo

Page 14:  Friends' Favorites

Page 8-9:  Digging Deeper
1.  come out of his hole and look for his shadow
2. He got sick.
3.  He put a note on a tree.
4.  make-believe.
5.  Animals talked.  Animals wore clothes.  Animals had beds and clocks.
6.  forest animals.
7.  find a place where spring had already come.
8.  mole--This animal could not see well enough. 

bear--This animal could not wake up.
eagle--This animal was bothered by small spaces
squirrel--This animal could not pop up and stay up.
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